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We are writing to each Promotional Group to provide further information about the APSB Victoria’s Pony of the Year Championship.  It has 
been designed to encourage APSB members to show their ponies at Promotional Group Shows. 
 
Ponies qualify by placing in their particular breed classes at the following Promotional Group events or Agricultural Shows. 
 
♣ Australian Pony Owners and Breeders Events 
♣ Connemara Enthusiasts Group Events 
♣ Fjord Promotional Group Events 
♣ Gippsland Regional Promotional Group Events 
♣ Hackney Enthusiasts Group Events 
♣ Highland Pony Group Events 
♣ Victorian Dartmoor Group Events 
 

♣ Murray Loddon Promotional Group Show 
♣ New Forest Pony Owners & Breeders Events 
♣ North Central Promotional Group Show 
♣ Shetland 8.2 Hands & Under Group Events 
♣ Shetland Enthusiasts Group Shows 
♣ Western Promotional Group Events 
 

♣ Ballarat Agricultural Show 
♣ Geelong Agricultural Show 
♣ Catani Agricultural Show 
♣ Horsham Agricultural Show 
♣ Mildura Agricultural Show 
♣ Bendigo Agricultural Show 
♣ Kerang Agricultural Show 
♣ Traralgon Agricultural Show 
♣ Wangaratta Agricultural Show 

 
Results will be collected to check eligibility once the event is completed.  The Pony of the Year classes will be held at the 2009 Victorian 
Stud Show on the Saturday afternoon.  It is hoped that sponsorship can be gained for each breed so that a championship for each breed 
can be run with the following sections. 
 

• Junior Pony of the Year 
• Senior Pony of the Year 
• Saddle Pony of the Year 

 
At present, we are looking for sponsors for a number of breeds.  If you or an associated company is interested in sponsoring a class, please 
contact Filipa Marshall at newsletter@apsbvic.org.au or phone 03 5852 3067 as soon as possible. 
 

Sponsorship packages are as follows: 
 

Naming Right Sponsors Package         $150 
 

♣ This package includes the naming right for the event   
(i.e. Australian Pony Owners and Breeders Junior Led Pony of the Year or ABC Pony Stud Senior Pony of the Year); 

♣ Choice of which event sponsored; 
♣ Representative from the organisation to present the rug and garland to the winner; 
♣ Includes dinner for two people on the night of the presentation; 
♣ Photo in the Autumn 2009 APSB Vic Branch Newsletter of the Winner 
♣ Photo in National Federal Journal distributed to all APSB Members nationally 
♣ Named on all promotions including the website which has 2500 hits per month 
♣ Free quarter page ad in Victorian Newsletter published twice yearly and send to all Victorian members 
 

Silver Sponsors Package           $75 
 

♦ This package includes the co-naming right for the event   
(i.e. Australian Pony Owners and Breeders / Barastoc Junior Led Pony of the Year); 

♦ Choice of which event sponsored after all naming right sponsors have been selected; 
♦ Photo in the Autumn 2009 APSB Vic Branch Newsletter of the Winner 
♦ Named on Web Site as sponsor 
 

Bronze Sponsors Package          $40 
 

• Named under the event with 4 sponsors to make up the full sponsorship amount 
 
 
 
 

This event is a fabulous opportunity to encourage APSB members to support Promotional 
Group events and compete for a prestigious title come January 2009. 

We look forward to your participation. 



 

Late News 
APSB Victoria Stallion Tender 

The 2008 Stallion tender has now closed and all winning bidders and stallion owners have been notified.  Once 
payments are received from the successful tenderers and advertising costs have been paid we will have raised 
$1,766.50 for the Victorian Branch. 

Our thanks go to our wonderful stallion owners who were so generous in offering their stallions to us and the mare 
owners for bidding.  We wish these breeders well for the coming season and arrival of their foals. 
 

 

Prize Giveaway 
The first person to correctly identify the error in the September Newsletter and email the details through to 
newsletter@apsbvic.org.au will win themselves an APSB polo top in their size.  Hint: it is early in the newsletter… 

 
 

Newsletter Front Page Photo 
Congratulations to thirteen year old Emily Harris riding Welsh B stallion “Lemonshill Firebird”.  The Harris family came to 
Australia from the UK in 2007 bringing with them daughter Emily’s Welsh B stallion.  Emily had competed in Working 
Hunter classes in the UK and was pleased to discover our Working Hunter classes at the recent Action Pony Day at Lara.   
Thanks to Glenn Crook who caught the wonderful photo. 
 
 

Equitana 
Don’t forget APSB Victoria will have a stand at Equitana this year.  Come and visit us and check out our new range of 
Promotional Items, order new Stud Books, find out if your pony is registered or just pop in for a chat.  The stand will be 
open all day every day along with a different APSB Pony on display each day. 
 

 

Advertising and Editorial for Autumn Newsletter 
The closing date for all editorial and advertisements for the Autumn (March 2009) Newsletter will be February 7, 2009. 
Pricing will be as follows 
 

Member Pricing Corporate/Commercial Pricing
 Colour Black & White Colour Black & White
Full Page $176.00 $60.00 $250.00 $120.00
½ Page $100.00 $35.00 $160.00 $80.00
¼ Page $65.00 $25.00 $85.00 $60.00
All the above prices include GST All the above prices include GST

 
 

Have you signed up for the Monthly Email from APSB Victoria? 
If not, send an email with the Subject “SUBSCRIBE” to newsletter@apsbvic.org.au 

 

Stud Show Entries Close on November 7, 2008 
 



 
WHAT ARE THE HORSE DISEASE LEVIES ALL ABOUT? 

 

There is much disinformation being floated around at the moment about the proposed Bills to introduce a Horses Disease Levy and this creates 
confusion for ordinary horse owners so we have asked Dr Barry Smyth, President of the Australian Horse Industry Council to give us some pointers 
about the proposed levies.  He said:   

“There is nothing to fear from these Bills - they provide certainty of government assistance to deal with any emergency disease 
incursion into the horse industry. Without them every horse owner is fully exposed to the vagaries of the politics of the day.   When an 
emergency disease strikes, you have to act immediately otherwise a response will be delayed, have less chance of success and be 
much more expensive and disruptive than under an Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement (EADRA).” 

The proposed Bills provide for a mechanism for the horse industry to repay any debt incurred resulting from a response to an emergency disease 
incursion. The background to this in a piece entitled "The Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement (EADRA) - a reminder of what it's all about" 
that is on the Australian Horse Industry Council’s web site www.horsecouncil.org.au.  If the Bills are passed, then there will need to be further industry 
consultation about the Regulations that provide the mechanisms for this to work in practice. 
The levy is set at zero - no money is paid for disease control purposes until after an emergency response has been completed. So in that regard there 
will be nothing different from what has taken place over the past 200 years or so since horses were first imported into Australia from South Africa with 
the First Fleet.  If there is no emergency disease response, then there will be no disease levy ever imposed. A levy can be imposed only after an 
emergency response has finished, all audit trails completed, and negotiation with industry about how much a levy might be. An indication of how much a 
levy might be can be gained only when the costs of a response are known. You cannot predict what disease might be under consideration. If quarantine 
works as it should, then there will be no introduction of emergency diseases. On the other hand, it is impossible to control inter-continental movements 
of birds, bats, flying foxes and insects which might carry diseases into Australia from overseas. Hendra virus clearly demonstrates that an emergency 
disease can spring up from nowhere even within Australia. 
There is no open cheque book here and every step of the way is monitored and audited. If the response is not being successful in eradicating a disease 
then a complete reassessment of plans is undertaken. The first financial hurdle is 1% of the Gross Value of Production of the industry.  For the horse 
industry this is (with current knowledge) about $36 million. More money is spent only if there is a clear indication that the eradication program is 
achieving its aims.  The feedback from industry is that they want a levy that is uniform and broad based so that as many people as possible contribute 
and each person pays as little as possible.  The non-racing part of the horse industry is about 4 times larger (by horse numbers) than the racing sector.  
The commercial value of economic activity in the racing sector can be estimated because they have fairly accurate data. Similar data from the non-
racing sector is difficult to generate because there are no accurate numbers available, though some parts do have reasonably good data. Most people in 
the racing industry are there as part of a hobby or recreational pursuit, just as happens in the rest of the horse industry. It is well established that 95% of 
race horses lose money for their owners, about 2 - 3% break even, and 1 -2% show a profit at the end of racing careers. So it is far from a profitable 
proposition for owners of those horses. 
It is important also to acknowledge that disease agents do not discriminate their victims on any basis - any horse will do!! And the costs of an eradication 
program are the same for every horse – there is no differentiation between horses in costs of laboratory tests, examination of horses, costs of vaccine (if 
one is available) and so on. 
 

Media Release      11 September 2008 
WILL ONGOING VACCINATION PROTECT OUR INDUSTRY? 

 

The horse industry and government will convene in Sydney later this month to discuss how best to manage the risk of a possible future Equine Influenza 
outbreak occurring in Australia. 
The Australian Horse Industry Council’s (AHIC) top priority to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to reduce the risk of another EI outbreak. The 
industry suffered enormous loss and disruption in 2007.  AHIC is committed to ensuring that the very best risk management framework is adopted to 
prevent such a crisis occurring in future. 
While opinions differ on how best to manage future risk, AHIC does not support ongoing vaccination against EI for certain sectors of the horse industry.   
To continue to vaccinate against EI, when it currently does not exist in Australia, can compromise future efforts to eradicate the disease, should it enter 
Australia. 
Vaccinating against EI does not necessarily prevent horses becoming ill with the disease. It does not prevent horses from having to be withdrawn from 
competition. It will not prevent vaccinated horses passing on the disease to non-vaccinated horses. 
It is AHIC’s view that the first line of defence in preventing another EI outbreak is to build and maintain a robust and effective quarantine service. 
EI is an exotic disease. It does not currently exist in Australia. The most effective and practical approach to protect our industry is to prevent EI from 
entering Australia in the first place. 
The Australian Government has taken positive steps to improve our quarantine service since the last EI outbreak. This has been the single most 
important step in protecting our industry against a future emergency disease outbreak. 
To have certain horses vaccinated against EI can impact on the effectiveness of surveillance and identification of infected horses. These are essential 
steps in ensuring that we can eradicate EI. Further, vaccination without active surveillance, may promote an endemic state of this disease in Australia, 
as vaccinated horses may provide a channel for the transmission of EI. 
Ongoing vaccination of horses in Australia at this time will do nothing to assist with future eradication efforts, should another outbreak occur. The 
vaccination model is only appropriate in countries where EI is endemic. The model is not appropriate in Australia where EI does not exist.  
It is ill-conceived that ongoing vaccination will provide an effective risk management strategy for industry. It is not a sensible option – as it will not 
achieve the objectives that its proponents say it will – which is to ensure business continuity for those vaccinated sectors of the horse industry. Ongoing 
vaccination will not guarantee this. 
Rather, ongoing vaccination against EI may compromise Australia’s current EI free status. Our freedom from EI brings huge benefits to industry. Costs 
of managing the disease are virtually eliminated and we do not endure the disruptions and complications that result from living with EI. 
Vaccination of particular sectors of the horse industry will have ramifications for other sectors and will also have a significant impact on the overall policy 
of disease management. 
The AHIC approach is to support AQIS in its efforts to achieve the very best quarantine service so that Australia remains free of EI and continues to 
enjoy the benefits of its ‘EI free’ status”. 
 
Dr Barry Smyth 
President 




