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Fjord enthusiasts across Australia are excited by the new
importation of the Fjord stallion Myklejon from Norway. He
has been purchased by Holly Bennett from Sunbury and will
be arriving in Australia in September this year after he
completes the breeding season in Norway. Mykeljon will be
joining Holly’s imported mare Aud from New Zealand and will
be standing at stud this season. He will also be on display at
Equitana.

Myklejon
(Imported Norway)
Sire: Mykletind Dam: Lgkke Lise

Myklejon is a four year old stallion. He is a brown dun Fjord
and is 14.2hh. Myklejon was awarded a Pr.3 at the 2008
stallion show. At the 2007 show Myklejon was awarded his
licence and placed 3" overall. Only 23 stallions made it to the
2007 show as 3 year olds out of the 220 colts born in 2004
and 7 were awarded a licence. Myklejon comes from a very
successful sire line where both his sire and grandsire;
Mykletind and Fjglestaen were awarded Pr.1

Myklejon has excellent breed characteristics and is a lovely
quiet and well mannered stallion. He has a fantastic
temperament and scored 9 out of 10 each for temperament,
behaviour in the stables and for driving in traffic tests as the
stallion show. At the time of stallion show, Myklejon had only
been broken into saddle for 2 months and had been broken
in for driving for over a year.

The Fjord Promotional Group website has lots of photos of
Myklejon and contact details www.fjordhorse.org.au

The Norwegian evaluation system is quite tough and stallions
have to be of a very high quality to be awarded a licence to
breed. For those not familiar with the Norwegian system,
Klass 1 is comprised of 8 year old stallions that have already
earned a 2pr or 3pr and are returning for evaluation as a
more mature horse as well as on the quality of their
offspring. They may be elevated to 1pr at this time, may be
left as 2 or 3 premie stallions, or may have their breeding
licences revoked.

Klass 2 is comprised of 4 year olds that were approved for
breeding the previous year and are returning for their 5 week
long station testing as well as further approval. Those that
meet with further approval will receive either a 2pr or 3pr.
Those that don't meet with approval will have the words Ikke
kret next to their name under the "Premie" column.

Klass 3 is comprised of 3 year olds who are being exhibited in
the hopes of gaining approval for their initial season of
breeding. They will either be labelled as Kret (chosen) or lkke
kret (not chosen). This year, one was also labelled Avbrutt
(retired).

In each class, the approved stallions will also be ranked in
quality (Kv.) It is a way for those in charge of the system to
steer the breed in certain directions by encouraging breeding
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to certain types of animals or those animals with qualties that
have been determined to be particularly needed.

The categories on the individual score & commentary sheets
which the stallions are evaluated are as follows:
e Rasetype og preg (breed type and presence)
e Kroppsbygning og  muskulatur (body and
musculature)
e Beinkvalitet, beinstilling: Frambein:, Bakbein: (Leg
Quality, Frontlegs, Hind legs)
e Bevegelse (Movement) Skritt (Walk) Trav (Trott)
Galopp (Canter)
e ML: (Measures) This line also includes Helhet
eksterir: (Overall)

Beyond this, under the heading Bruksegenskapper you will
find scores relative to any performance testing, and under
the next category heading Andre Egenskapper you will find
the following: Lynne (Temperament) Holdbarhet (Stamina)
Avkom (get or offspring) Vet Anm (Veterinary Remarks)
Samla Vurdering (Commentary)

This is a fantastic genetic boost to the Fjords here in
Australia.

Congratulations to Holly!!!!

EQUITANA ASIA PACIFIC

Other exciting news for our group is that we will be
participating at Equitana Asia Pacific in the Breeders Barn for
the duration of Equitana. We will have a Fjord on diplay each
day as well as a booth and also be providing a daily display of
the Fjords in the show arena. This will be a fantastic
opportunity for us to showcase the Fjord here in Australia to
other equine enthusiasts and hopefully increase our profile
and popularity. We are eagerley looking forward to this
event. A HUGE thank you must go to Crispin Bennett
International Horse Transport for sponsoship of the booth
and Vision Signs for sponsorship of all signage. Without this
generosity we would not have had the funds to participate.

So we hope to see lots of APSB members there. Pop in and
say hello and come and meet Myklejon as well as some other
lovely Fjords born and bred here in Australia!

Our Annual General Meeting was held via email as we are
scattered all across Australia. It was an extremely productive
meeting and lots of fresh ideas were put forward that we will
be implementing shortly.

Our website has had a revamp — and is still a work in progress
but is much improved and has lots of photos and news about
Fjords. Please check it out.
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ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW

“BREEDS OF THE WORLD”
SHOWCASE

The Fjord Promotional Group participated in a Breeds Expo at
the Summer Royal Horse show at Werribee Park, Victoria.

We had a fantastic booth set up and Fjords on display for
both the Friday and Saturday of the show. Unfortunately
Friday was a scorching hot day of 40c+ temperatures, not
really the ideal weather for people to browse through horse
exhibits!

On the Friday, Holly Bennett brought along Aud her lovely
mare to be on display. She caught many admiring comments
from passers by. Holly also manned the booth for the day.

On Saturday Anna Thirkell brought along her gelding Jacov for
display. Again he attracted favourable comments and the
mane drew a lot of attention along with the usual questions
of why was the stripe painted on down his back!

| manned the stand for the day. It looked fantastic,
decorated with red and blue material, lots of pictures of
Fjords doing their thing and out in the natural environment
and brochures for people to take.

A really BIG thank you to everyone who helped out. It was a
great opportunity for our Fjords to be seen and promoted.
Julia Grave, Secretary

Trip to Norway — Stallion Show

On the 29™ of March | went to Norway to see the Stallion Show at Nordfjordeid. It was a very long trip to Nordfjodeid and |
eventually arrived there lunch time on the 1% of April. It was a long and stressful trip but well worth the effort. The drive from the
airport at Aalesund to Nordfjordeid went through the most spectacular country I've ever seen. Crispin arrived in Norway on the
evening of the 2" in time to see the last day of the show on the 3", Before I travelled to Norway | had arranged to meet Karl Vie
from Norges Fjordhestlag (Norwegian Fjord Horse Association). Without Karl | would have struggled to find my way around and buy
a stallion.

Once | arrived at the Show one of the first things | noticed was the difference in the Fjord Horses from Australia and Norway. The
horses in Norway were much taller (some up to 15.1) with a slighter build and a longer neck. The horses also had a much freer
movement and a longer stride. There was also a range of colours and a lot a variation within the colours. Roughly two thirds of the
horses were brown dun and the other third was made up of grey dun, red dun and ulsblakk (white dun). Unfortunately | did not see
a yellow dun fjord horse. There is only a handful of the yellow dun fjords in Norway.

The genetics of the colouring in the fjord horses were very interesting. The Norwegian Fjord Horse Association is breeding the Fjord
horses to keep all of the colours and with variation within the colours. It was interesting to find out that if the grey gene disappears
it will be gone for ever as they cannot create that gene from the other colours. The white, red and yellow dun colours can always be
selectively bred back into the gene pool if they ever disappear. However there are certain guidelines to follow when breeding with
different colour genes. If two white dun horses or a yellow and white are crossed there is a 25% chance of an albino foal. | found this
fascinating along with the variation in black pigment and dilution factors in the colours. It was quite hard talking about the genetics
of the Fjord horses as there were some problems with translating it from Norwegian to English.

All the people at the show were very friendly and | met people from many different countries. On the second night of the show a
dinner was held and there was a table set aside especially for the international guests. | met Bob and Bon from the Dutch Fjord Stud
Book. They sold the first Fjords to Australia and were involved with sending the horses on a boat to get to Australia. | also met John
from the English Fjord Stud Book and one of the English judges who has come over to help judge at the Show. | met one of the
breeders from America, Phillip Odden who owns Norsk Woods. | also met a lady from the Swedish Fjord Stud Book, the President of
Fjord Horse International and the Chief Veterinarian Judge. All of these people were very helpful and gave me their opinions of the
stallions at the show.
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The showing system in Norway is very different to the system in Australia. Their system is based on points over a range of tests.
There is also a very high standard for the stallions which will be registered. On average only 7 to10 3 year old stallions will be
licensed and around 30 horses enter the show. The stallions spend 5 weeks at the Fjord Horse centre training and doing tests. The
three days of the stallion show put together all the stallions have learnt and are when the final evaluations take place. There are 3
age groups at the show; the 3 year olds, the 4 and 5 year olds and the 8 year olds. Each age group has different tests which they are
judged on. The 3 year olds have 2 driving tests. One of the driving tests is in an indoor area with a light carriage and the other
outside on a track with a sulky and a heavy carriage. The 3 year olds also have a veterinary test and conformation test. The
conformation test is very similar to the led Fjord classes in Australia except that the stallions are assessed on a point system rather
than comparing them against each other. The 3 year olds are also shown loose. The stallions are let loose individually in an indoor
area. The judges stand at X and there are 2 people who keep the stallion moving. They are shown like this to allow the judges to see
the extended trot and the canter.

The four year olds have a more intensive testing system. The four year olds are judged on a riding test, driving test, working driving
(pulling logs and heavy carts), driving in traffic, general ride ability, behaviour in the stables, temperament, the overall impression of
the horse, veterinary test and conformation test. The 8 year olds have dressage tests, show jumping tests, driving tests, riding tests
and a progeny test.

On the final day of the show there was the stallion parade. The parade consisted of all 51 stallions and a marching band. The
marching band led the parade through the centre of the town. Behind the marching band were the 8 year old stallions which were
ridden. The 4 year olds followed and then the 3 year olds. Roughly half of the 4 year olds and only a few of the 3 year olds were
ridden. The parade was escorted through the town by the police. After the parade there were the four 8 year olds performing a
dressage test together and then they did show jumping in pairs. There was also a performance by the students from the Fjord Horse
Centre. Their performance showed the skills they had learnt and the tricks they have taught their horses. It was quite spectacular to
see people standing on the backs of two Fjords and riding around the arena. At the end of the day there were the presentations and
the announcement of the winners from each class. It was very exciting as they started calling out the stallions who received their 3™
premium and then they worked their way up to the stallions who won a place with the winner announced last.

| had a great time in Norway and I'd love to go back sometime. | highly recommend going to the stallion show for anyone who is
interested. | learnt so much about the Fjord horses and it was an experience | will never forget.

Holly Bennett

—
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