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Editors Report 
 

Welcome to my first Victorian Newsletter.  
Once again, thank you to Leanne Baker 
who had the arduous task of preparing 
the newsletter for the past few years; you 
never quite realise the work involved in 
particular tasks until you take it over.  
Leanne, I am sure that your family is not 
missing you doing the newsletter. 

It is almost 12-months since EI struck our 
shores and it seems that it is but a distant 
memory for APSB members if you go on 
the numbers that have been out at shows 
since the shutdown was lifted.  Numbers 
at Barastoc and the Melbourne Summer 
Royal were up as well as our numbers at 
the recent Action Day.   

It was disappointing to receive news from 
the Barastoc Committee that they will be 
taking over the running of the APSB 
Section at Barastoc Horse of the Year in 
2009.  This was one of APSB Victoria’s 
fundraising avenues and it will be sorely 
missed.  However, we are running a stand 
at Equitana this year so we hope to see 
plenty of members popping in for a visit.  
There will be plenty of promotional items 
available for sale including polo tops, hats 
and t-shirts. 

At the recent Forum held in Dandenong, 
the Welsh Promotional Group was 
started.  Welcome to the APSB family and 
we look forward to seeing lots of Welsh 
ponies out and about in the coming 
months. 

Thank you to my team who help me 
prepare and mail this newsletter.  It is 
amazing what good food can induce 
people to do for you. 

All the best for the upcoming show 
season.  Don’t forget to send in your 
photos or pony profiles.  If you don’t tell 
us about them, who will? 

Filipa Marshall 

Presidents Report
 

There have been many difficult times 
during the past year, with EI and severe 
drought and a very cold winter.  But lets 
put all that behind us and look forward to 
a good spring with new foals and a 
successful show season. 

Vic Branch held an open forum meeting at 
Dandenong which was well attended and 
enjoyed by all.  The Action Day was a big 
success with ponies from all over the 
state attending.  This is a great day for our 
youth and members enjoy the many 
different classes available.  Many thanks 
to all who helped run this enjoyable day. 

The Federal Journal is out and packed 
with news, events and achievements 
about both Victoria and other states 
around the country. 

In November, the Vic Branch has taken a 
promotional stand at Equitana.  There will 
be plenty of promotional items there for 
sale and we would love any members to 
drop in and say hello.  If you have any 
queries, these can be addressed at the 
same time. 

The Victoria Stud Show is on the 19th and 
20th of January 2009 at the Bendigo 
Showgrounds.  Please give this your 
support, get your entries in early and 
come along and enjoy a great weekend. 

The Vic Branch Committee is enthusiastic 
and working to achieve outcomes of all 
the challenges put before them.  
Considerable work by these members 
goes unnoticed and I express my gratitude 
to these dedicated people. 

If you have any questions or queries or 
suggestions, please contact myself or any 
of the committee members.  We are only 
too happy to listen and help. 

 
Bruce Hamblin 
President 

Publicity Report
 

The Action day at the beginning of August 
was very well supported, with 7 dressage rings 
and 80 separate tests, show jumping, handy 
mount and working hunter classes for all 
grades and ages. The venue at Lara is a credit 
to the local pony club. 

A new competition for Native ponies was very 
well supported. This class is judges in two 
phases with two judges. The ponies must first 
perform under saddle, they then strip and are 
judged in hand for conformation, manners and 
paces. The finalists are eligible to compete at 
the Grand Final next March, run by the Welsh 
Pony and Cob society of Australia. New Forest 
ponies featured well at the Action day, with 
Ninebanks Tim Tam winning three separate 
dressage tests. At the ASPR 6 Bar competition 
two APSB registered New Forests were placed, 
with Kapeta Kip equal second and Forestway 
Manhattan equal fourth. The final round was 
1m 05cm. 

Another new initiative this year was a prize for 
the best combined score for any pony who 
competed in dressage at the APSB and ASPR 
competitions on the same weekend. The 
winner was Imperial Corona, a Welsh A pony, 
ridden by Emily Copely. 

Two new promotional groups formed recently 
are the 8.2hh and Under Shetland group and 
the Welsh Pony Group. The Welsh group are 
hoping to hold a show in 2009 with classes for 
all APSB breeds but also show casing the 
Welsh pony and Cob. 

Lisa Dunn is the new secretary and she can be 
contacted on 03 5625 5297 or email 
ljdtraining@bigpond.com 

The Shetlands have been very busy with a very 
well attended performance day conducted by 
the Mornington Peninsula/Gippsland Group. 
They offered riding classes, harness, combined 
training, and a time trial. There will be a 
Shetland feature show at the Myrtleford Ag. 
Show in October. 

The Connemara Group have also been busy, 
holding a sports day  during July. 

 

Janet McBain 
Publicity Officer 
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THE HACKNEY HORSE & HACKNEY PONY 
APSB FEATURE BREED FOR 2008 / 2009 

 
When Equine Influenza hit our shores last August, it affected the horse industry in an unprecedented fashion in all 
states.  As there were no shows to promote the Hackney, our APSB Feature Breed for the Year, the opportunity to 
promote the breed will be extended to include the coming season of 2008 /2009.  This article on their history was 
printed in the 2007 Federal Journal and we felt it a good way to start the season by re-printing it and including some 
of the photos.  
 
The Hackney Pony has had its own section within the APSB since the foundation of the Society in 1931. Hackney Ponies were also 
instrumental in the early formation of the Welsh Pony and Cob Section of the W.S.B. and many Australian ponies have an infusion of 
Hackney Pony blood in their pedigrees.  
 
The Hackney Horse from which evolved the Hackney Pony, is one of the earliest recorded breeds in England.  In the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries they were used by tenant farmers in the east of England as general farm horses. The Hackney at this time 
was essentially a saddle horse, as the country roads around the Eastern Counties were not suitable for light harness vehicles, and so 
it was not unusual for these animals to carry farmers many miles to and from market at a very brisk trot, hence they became noted 
for their ability to trot fast and true.  Today, of course, speed is not required in the Hackney as breeders are aiming to produce good 
elevation and a free, clean trotting action.  
 
The English Hackney Horse Society, formed in 1883, was founded to improve the breeding of Hackneys, Cobs and Ponies. Many 
Welsh Cobs which were recorded in the first Volume of the Welsh Stud Book were in fact recorded as Hackneys in the E.H.S.B.  One 
such pony was ‘Cassius’, a champion at the London Hackney Show and Royal Show at three years of age, his sire ‘Cadet’ [1251 
E.H.S.B] said to be the best son of ‘Lord Derby 2nd’ [417 E.H.S.B] and his dam ‘Belle 5th’ [406 E.H.S.B] a daughter of ‘Confidence’ 
[D’Oyly’s] [158 E.H.S.B] traced back in their pedigrees for generations of Hackney blood, making ‘Cassius’ to all intents a Hackney 
Pony. However, when purchased at a later time by Welshman John Jones, he was recorded in the newly formed W.S.B. as a Welsh C.  
 
An English breeder, Mr Christopher Wilson successfully applied the principles of line-breeding in an experiment to establish type. 
The 14 hand brown stallion ‘Sir George’ played a prominent role in this line-breeding.  Several resulting progeny founded the 
famous ‘Tissington’ Hackney stud in Derbyshire, England.  The Hackney Pony ‘Wallasey Ping Pony’ [10,027 E.H.S.B.] imported to 
Australia in 1907 by Mr Hope Osborne, was of Tissington breeding.  His grandsire ‘Sir Horace’ was also the sire of ‘Traveller’s Joy’ 
[imp] [333 W.S.B.] imported to Australia in 1910 by Sir Samuel Hordern.  He was another predominately Hackney-bred pony to be 
recorded as Welsh C in the W.S.B.  
 
The first recorded English Hackney Pony imported to Australia was ‘Young Sir George’ by the previously mentioned ‘Sir George’.  
This pony was imported by Mr J.A. Angas sometime before 1898 when his first foals were recorded. ‘Young Sir George’ stood at 
‘Collingrove’ stud, South Australia, for many years before he was sold to Western Australia in 1906.  Mr Angas successfully showed 
his Hackney Ponies and Horses at Sydney Royal from 1907 to around 1914. He had also imported the Hackney Horse stallions 
‘Moncrieff Statesman’ in 1903 and ‘Vanity Fair’ the following year.   
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In 1904 Mr Angas imported the colt ‘Gallant Compton’ [imp] and several years later the stallion ‘Shirley Freelance’ [imp] [9881 
E.H.S.B.] and two mares ‘Polophelia’ [imp] [20,159 E.H.S.B] and ‘Rusper Midget’ [imp].  A daughter of ‘Polophelia’ [imp], ‘Polonaise’ 
by ‘Shirley Freelance’ [imp] became the dam of ‘Lord Pompadour’ [1511 APSB] the first Australian-bred Hackney Pony stallion 
registered in Volume One of the APSB was bred and owned by Mrs E. Robins of NSW. His sire ‘Glenavon Torchstar’ [imp] was 
imported by the Angas family in 1924. He was later sold to New Zealand when the Collingrove stud was dispersed in 1927.  
 
Sir Samuel Hordern imported the bay stallion ‘Castlmai Clansman’ [imp] [1825 W.S.B] – [157 APSB] in 1927. The breeding of this 
pony and the previously mentioned ‘Travellers Joy’ indicate how closely the bloodlines of the Hackney Pony and the Welsh Cob 
were entwined in those early days.  The pedigree of ‘Castlmai Clansman’ [imp] had a direct line to the famous English Hackney sire 
‘Southwouth Swell’ [11,219 E.H.S.B] through his sire ‘Castlmai Jack Snipe’ [13,911 E.H.S.B.]  
 
Mr H.C Thackeray founded the ‘Makari’ stud at Young in NSW in 1947, when he imported the dark bay Hackney Pony stallion, 
‘Marfleet Cadet’ [imp]. The stud also imported the mare ‘Little Legacy’ [imp] in foal to the famous Hackney sire ‘Lease Lend’ [15,094 
E.H.S.B] ‘Marfleet Cadets’ pedigree contained some of the most successful and influential lines in English Hackney Pony breeding.  A 
pony of beautiful style and conformation, during his lifetime he was to become a very influential factor in improving the standard of 
the Hackney Pony in Australia.  Several years later the stud imported another colt ‘Harley Boy Blue’ [imp] and two mares’, this colt 
was later purchased by Mrs Mary Willsallen of Harden, NSW for her ‘Dunolly’ Hackney stud.  
 
Mr D.J Jones of Banyo in QLD, imported two Hackney Pony mares from New Zealand in the early 1950s, ‘Fanfare and ‘Fireglow’ and 
‘Ashley Mimosa’ [imp] joined Makari stud around the same time.  In following years, progeny of the highly successful English 
Hackney Pony stallion, ‘Highstone Nicholas’ in ‘Marden Nureyev’ imported by Mr Bruce Eltringham in 1967 and grandson ‘Marden 
Swell’s Finality’ imported in 1966 by Mr Ken Wood. These stallions joined the ranks of superbly bred Hackney Ponies in Australia. 
 
 Over the next decade, Mr Tom Dwyer of ‘Ellmore’, Young in NSW imported several Hackney Horses and these were followed in 
1960 by ‘Hurstwood Sultan’ [imp] and several mares imported by Mrs Pauline Falkiner also of NSW.  
 
 Many ponies were imported in the 1970s by established studs and Hackney enthusiasts and when the ‘Hurstwood’ stud in the U.K 
had a reduction sale in 1978, over twenty Hackney Horses and Ponies were bought by leading Australian breeders.  In 1986 Peter 
and Jennie Luyten of Tasmania broke ranks with the U.K stream of imports to bring in a pony from America, ‘Reedann’s Royalty’ 
[imp].  He was the first American bred Hackney to be registered with the APSB. 
 
The Hackney Horse and the Hackney Pony are beautiful to watch in action.  Their training is an art form and fortunately here in 
Australia there have been many talented and experienced trainers  who have been prepared to offer their time and expertise to set 
the standard and pass their knowledge on to ensure the future of these beautiful equines for generations to come. 
 
Marion Costello 
Federal Publicity Officer. 
 
 

 
Harley Boy Blue (Imp) Bellmere Helluve Lady (Photo: S Morphett)  

 
 Royal Melbourne Show Street Parade – Robyn Anderson 

2008/09 APSB Year of the Hackney 
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Founder in Ponies
Dr. Maxwell Hall B.V.Sc – Shepparton Equine Hospital 

 

Founder (or laminitis, to give it its technical name) occurs when the hoof’s attachment to the pedal bone fails. This attachment is 
made of close-packed folds called laminae, which greatly increase the surface area available for contact between the pedal bone 
and the inside of the hoof. Because of the pull of the tendon at the back of the pedal bone, the pedal bone tends to completely lose 
its attachment to the front of the hoof, causing the bone to rotate, and in severe cases to penetrate through the bottom of the sole. 
It is a serious condition that is frequently seen in ponies. The following article will address 
how founder occurs, clinical signs, treatment, prevention strategies and the outlook for 
affected animals. 
 

Founder is commonly seen in overweight ponies; however the condition may be triggered 
by a variety of metabolic or physical causes in any breed or weight of horse. Surprisingly, 
despite intensive ongoing research into this common condition, the cellular mechanisms 
causing the disease are poorly understood. Current theory suggests that the problem is due 
to glucose deprivation of the cells of the laminae, causing starvation and death of the cells. 
 

In horses, this is usually due to a lack of glucose supply. Bacterial toxins cause constriction 
of the vessels in the hoof, leading to inadequate blood flow and subsequently inadequate glucose levels. A pony with founder 

 

The bacterial toxins are often due to severe infection, such as colitis, mastitis, metritis or pleuropneumonia, and as such, the 
laminitis is only one part of a much larger clinical problem. 
 

Because they are heavier than ponies, the tearing of the laminae is often much more severe than in ponies, and progression much 
more difficult to control. Treatment in these instances must address the underlying cause of the toxaemia. Flunixin meglumine is a 
drug with anti-endotoxic effects that is often used, as is antibiotic therapy, and fluid therapy. Anti-endotoxin hyperimmune serum is 
also available in selected instances. Solar support is critical, and is achieved in various ways, including Styrofoam pads on the sole, 
and bedding the horse in deep sand. 
 

The most common cause of bacterial toxin production, in both ponies and horses is grain or pasture engorgement. This usually 
happens accidentally, with the pony breaking into a feed store, or through a fence into lush pasture. Bacteria in the large bowel are 
able to rapidly multiply due to the sudden increase in carbohydrate in the gut. This fermentation produces abnormally high amounts 
of acid which in turn kill off ‘good’ bacteria and allow the multiplication and overgrowth of toxin-producing bacteria.  These toxins 
enter the blood-stream and cause intense constriction of the vessels of the hoof, causing laminar starvation and cell death. 
Experimentally, this can be avoided, paradoxically, by standing the horse’s hooves in ice-cold water. This causes mild blood vessel 
constriction, which is not harmful, and lessens the number of toxins reaching the hoof, which would otherwise cause severe and 
damaging vessel constriction. Unfortunately, by the time signs of laminitis are evident, the damage caused by the toxins has already 
been done, so cold therapy is not as useful as it at first may seem.  
 

In ponies, there is not usually a lack of glucose in the hooves. Instead, due to metabolic problems which seem to be part of ponies’ 
normal genetic make-up, the pony is resistant to the effects of insulin, a hormone which is essential to allow glucose to enter into 
cells from the bloodstream. Like type II diabetes in humans, the disease is a cause of, and is worsened by, obesity. 
 

Whilst all ponies are susceptible to this problem, a disease called Equine Cushing’s Disease is particularly important in this respect. 
The disease is caused by a benign tumour at the base of the brain. Although benign, this tumour unfortunately releases hormones 
which affect the pony’s ability to control its glucose metabolism, which often leads to severe intractable laminitis. Thankfully, a drug 
called Pergolide is available which can control the signs of the disease. Other signs associated with the disease include excessive 
drinking (>60 -80 litres/day), excessive urination, patchy sweating, and classically, a long wooly coat which is not shed in summer. 
 

Clinical signs of laminitis/founder may include the following: 
 

• Commonly seen in fat/over-fed animals  
• Bounding digital pulses 
• Hoof pain 
• Rocking back and standing on the heels 
• Shifting weight between legs every few seconds 

And, more chronically 
Founder Rings

• Penetration of the pedal bone through the sole or a dropped sole 
“Aladdin's slippers”• Founder rings on the outside of the hoof 

• Aladdin's slippers 
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